2026 BCCF Annual General Meeting Minutes
Richmond Curling Club
5540 Hollybridge Way, Richmond, BC
Sunday 17 May 2026 
Attendance: 16


1. Welcome from President
· Convened 2:55pm by Paul Leblanc
2. Approval of Agenda
· Correction to item #8 “2026/2027” instead of 2025/2026 Budget
· Scott Morgan moved to approve. Seconded by Brian Davidson. Approved.
3. Review and Approval of 2025 minutes
· Scott Morgan moved to approve. Seconded by Brian Davidson. Approved.
4. Reports of Officers and Directors
a. President (Attached. See appendix 1 for notes) – Scott Morgan moved to approve. Seconded by Lyle Craver. Approved.
b. Treasurer (Attached. See appendix 2 for notes) – Vincent Cui moved to approved. Seconded by Mark Gulbinowicz. Approved
c. BCCF Foundation (Attached) – Brian Davidson moved to approve. Seconded by Scott Morgan. Approved.
d. Junior Co-ordinator  - See New Business.
e. Tournament Co-ordinator – not in attendance. No report produced. 
f. Publicity Co-ordinator – verbal report by Eric Gu.
· Eric mentioned an emphasis this past year on contacting traditional media (newspapers) for publicity with no success. 	
· Paul Leblanc encouraged by coverage of unique events such as BC Ferries contest and Surrey Senior event.
· General discussion based on supporting informal gatherings that are happening around the Lower Mainland and connecting them with the BCCF and publicizing the availability of chess in every neighbourhood. 
5. Unfinished Business
· Specifically in regard to the intention for the BCCF to adopt and Safe Play Policy based on the same policy to be created by the CFC. Still waiting of the CFC to produce that policy so the BCCF remains waiting. 	

6. Election of Officers, Directors and CFC Voting Members
a. President – Paul Leblanc. Acclaimed
b. Past President – Stephen Wright. Acclaimed.
c. Junior Co-ordinator – Ryan Leong. Nominated by Paul Leblanc, seconded by Brian Davidson. Carried.
d. Secretary – Kyle Van Dijk. Nominated by Paul Leblanc, seconded by Scott Morgan. Carried.
e. Treasurer – Murray Chu. Acclaimed.
f. Vice President – Umang Banatwala. Nominated by Paul Leblanc. Seconded by Kyle Van Dijk. Carried.
g. Tournament Co-ordinator – Michael Lo. Acclaimed.
h. Clubs Co-ordinator – Don Hack. Nominated by Paul Leblanc. Seconded by Lyle Craver. Carried.
i. Publicity Co-ordinator – Eric Gu. Acclaimed.
j. Webmaster – Scott Morgan. Acclaimed.
k. Bulletin Editor – Stephen Wright – Acclaimed.
l. Members at Large
1. Lyle Craver
2. Marc Moisan
3. Victoria Jung-Doknjas
4. Brian Davidson
5. Peter Yang
6. Long Le
7. Tina Luo
8. Penny Pham
9. Any previous Members at Large who did not state they wished to renew their term were removed. No new Members were added this year. 
m. CFC Voting Members (returning)
· Paul Leblanc
· Don Hack
· Michael Lo
· Victoria Jung-Doknjas
· Penny Pham
· Umang Banatwala
· Marc Moisan
· Brian Davidson
· Long Le
· Kyle Van Dijk
· Peter Yang
· Tina Luo
· New CFC Voting Members (appointed)
· Scott Morgan
· Vincent Cui
· Mark Gulbinowicz

7. Election of BC Chess Foundation Trustee
Howard Wu term expires.  Next year Roger Patterson
· Howard Wu’s term is renewed by acclamation
8. Budget for FY 2026/2027 
· See appendix 2 (attached) for budget
· Tabled item: Proposal to combine income from regular tournament fees and Junior-only tournament fees (previously kept in two separate accounting streams) into a singular account. Discussion on the pros and cons. Ryan Leong (Junior Co-ordinator) contacted by phone and he supported merging accounts. Motion moved by Murray Chu to combine accounts. Seconded by Kyle Van Dijk. No opposition. Motion carried.

9. New Business
Victoria Jung-Doknjas proposed having the ads on the BCCF website randomized instead of always appearing in the same order, since they all pay the same price and should have equal representation for being at the top etc. Webmaster Scott Morgan agreed it would be possible and to implement it.

Acting Junior Co-ordinator Umang Banatwala (arrived late due to being tournament organizer) delivered a verbal update on the Inter-mat Tournament and the state of the Junior team.

Happy Birthday to Paul Leblanc.

10.   Updates from chess organizations represented at the AGM 

Meeting adjourned at 4:12pm.



















Appendix 1 

Notes for 2026 AGM minutes: minor spelling corrections
5 minute reading time given for all members. Highlights presented by Paul Leblanc.
Moved by Scott Morgan. Seconded by Lyle Craver. Approved.



President’s Report - BCCF Annual General Meeting 17 May 2026
Richmond Curling Club. 5540 Hollybridge Way, Richmond BC

Introduction:
Thank you to all of you for keeping chess strong in BC, for working together and for making the BCCF
well run and cohesive.

Our finances are in good shape, we have sent representatives to every national championship and we hosted the Canadian Open and CYCC for the first time in 13 years.

Our membership is 1,888 – up slightly from last year’s total of 1821. Participation in CFC rated
tournaments is strong.
Participation in tournaments continued to be excellent for both Classical events and Rapid events.
Reviewing the goals that I set in 2024 and renewed in 2025:
1. Increase support for championships and representation by BC players in national
championships and matches. In 2024 we doubled the budget for the BC championship and BC
Women’s championship, we changed the format for the BC Women’s championship from a
round-robin to swiss pairings and attendance increased from the usual 3-4 players to 11. In
2025 we maintained 11 entries. NM Neil Doknjas and Joanne Wangluo represented us at the
Canadian Championship in Montreal in April. Kate Jiang earned the travel grant to attend the
Canadian Junior Championship in Calgary in June. Paul Ross, our BC Senior Champion attended
the World Senior Team Championship in Europe in lieu of the Canadian Senior Championship
that was not held in 2025. The annual team challenge matches were held against Washington
and Alberta. This time it was our opponents’ turn to win but the results were very close. Thanks
to Umang Banatwala and Michael Lo we sent a team to Washington in May to compete in the
annual intermat match and we will host the event in FY 2027.

2. Continue to develop NAs aspiring to FA titles. We have 17 National Arbiters and two new FIDE
Arbiters (congratulations to Umang Banatwala and Brian Davidson).

3. Continue to support competitive chess outside of Greater Vancouver and Victoria. There has
been progress in Kelowna thanks to Fraser Valley Chess and Daniel Rokhvarger organizing some
rapid tournaments. The Okanagan Open has become an established annual event thanks to the
Salmon Arm chess club. There is some chess activity in Comox, Nanaimo, Chilliwack, Prince
George and many other places. We have 30 clubs listed on our website, an increase of two
since last year. Thank you to Rob Swartz our clubs coordinator and Scott Morgan our
Webmaster for working with the clubs to keep this list up to date.

4. Promote widespread access to local chess news through our website, bulletin and Facebook
page. The front page of our website continues to displays chess news and acknowledges our
players’ accomplishments. The BCCF Bulletin continues regular and thorough coverage of BC
chess news. Our Facebook page is very active with tournament news, reports and great
photographs. I also wish to acknowledge the volunteer work of Andries Pruim of Chess Maps
who has publicized several of our events with excellent photos and graphics.

5. Help the organizing team make the Canadian Open and CYCC memorable occasions. Both
events were resoundingly successful.

Additional goals were added at last year’s AGM:
1. continue to progress the objectives introduced at last year’s AGM.
2. investigate the possibility of adding a BC High School team Championship to the list of events
sanctioned by the BCCF. This has been accomplished. Many thanks to Gillian Mok and Frank
Zhou for taking the initiative to make this happen.
3. raise the profile of chess at the annual Kitsilano Beach Festival in August. Thank you to Tyler
Sanderson and Murray Chu for coordinating BCCF participation and for holding the first BC
Outdoor Chess Championship at the festival. Among other public relations events were the
Surrey 55+ Activities Show where the BCCF was represented by Brian Davidson and the Victoria
and Richmond Chess Clubs challenge match held onboard the BC Ferry Coastal Renaissance.
4. select the 2025 BC Chess person of the year. Recognition awards were presented to Karson Lu
(player of the year) and Victoria Doknjas (supporter of the year). This is now an annual event.
5. work hard to welcome new members and retain more of our existing members.


Looking ahead to FY 2026/2027 I will add two more goals:

1. develop a National Arbiter in the Okanagan region;
2. investigate the possibility of starting a chess school in Victoria

Paul Leblanc, President BCCF



















Appendix 2 – 2026/2027 BCCF Budget

Notes for 2026 AGM minutes: 2025/2026 Dues were higher than usual thanks to hosting the CYCC and Canadian Open. 2026/2027 Budget was planned with that in mind.

Inquiry as to why $0 was spent on FIDE titles. Explained that CFC has been covering costs for NA, FA etc. titles. 

Motion to accept Budget moved by Brian Davidson. Seconded by Scott Morgan. Approved. 


	BCCF

	2025/2026
Budget

	2025/2026
Actual
	2026/2027
Budget
	Remarks

	BCCF dues
	15,000
	18,834
	16,000
	

	Foundation
	3,000
	(3,122)
	3,000
	Re-invested in Foundation in 2025/2026

	Website ads
	300
	400
	400
	

	Revenue
	18,300
	19,234
	19,400
	

	Travel
	4,000
	4,000
	4,000
	

	BC Closed
	3,000
	3,000
	3,000
	

	BC Women
	1,000
	1,000
	1,000
	1,000 each for national championships Cdn, Women, Junior, Senior

	Fees
	910
	934
	950
	Website, insurance, BC Societies

	Grants
	800
	647
	900
	Support new clubs and events

	BC v WA Match
	750
	750
	750
	

	BC v AB Match
	750
	750
	750
	

	BC Rapid Ch
	700
	700
	700
	

	BC Senior
	700  
	700
	700
	

	BC Junior
	700
	(1)
	700
	

	Bulletin
	600
	600
	600
	

	Webmaster
	500
	500
	500
	

	Jr Chess
	2,500
	(1)
	500 (2)
	Host intermat in May 2027 (FY 2027/2028)

	BC High School Championship
	
	
	350
	New item

	FIDE Titles
	200
	0
	200
	Players and arbiters

	Misc
	200
	73
	200
	Recognition awards

	Expenses
	17,310
	13,604
	15,800
	

	Surplus
	990
	5,630
	3,600
	

	Bank Balance
	13,904
	20,549
	24,149
	

	(1) Donated by Penny’s Chess School  (2) plus 2,500 to host next intermat




BC CHESS FOUNDATION ANNUAL REPORT 30 APRIL 2026 

Assets:
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                								         Market Value	 Cost
600 TSX 60 units (XIU) @ 50.21				          30,126.00        12,422.68
77 Royal Bank (RY) @ 244.31				          18,811.87	4,090.70
55 Canadian Tire @188.91					          10,390.05	8,833.60
182 Pembina Pipeline @ 63.23				          11,507.86	5,363.42
600 Bank of Montreal Bond ETF (ZCM) @ 15.60			9,360.00	9,394.42
330 Bank of Montreal REIT ETF (ZRE) @ 23.64			7,801.20	7,582.14
133 BCE (BCE) @ 32.28						4,293.24	7,353.03
Cash									2,359.89	2,359.89
Total								           92,290.22       55,039.99
Liabilities:
Total income earned FY 2025/2026			 	             3,021.70             


Paul Leblanc
Treasurer
14 May 2026
Income Earned History:
2009	$358.01
2010	$624.88
2011	$662.36
2012    $769.46
2013    $828.24
2014	$900.46
2015	$1,054.93
2016	$1,229.53
2017	$1,338.83
2018	$1,430.47
2019	$1,566.15
2020	$1,519.48
2021	$1,721.83
2022	$2,187.74
2023    $2,762.11
2024	$2,977.50
2025    $3,072.19
2026    $3,021.70

